DECREASING STORMWATER POLLUTION FROM LAWN CARE ACTIVITIES

Lawns and gardens can be a source of stormwater pollution if proper lawn care practices are not followed.  When you apply fertilizer and pesticides to lawns and gardens, excessive rain and watering can wash these materials into storm drains.  Fertilizers contain nitrogen and phosphorus.  When these nutrients are washed into waterways, they can contaminate drinking water, kill fish, and cause beach closures.  Here are several suggestions on how to prevent stormwater pollution:

· Select organic or non-toxic fertilizers, and use them as directed.  Carelessly applied fertilizer is not only a waste of money; it poses a major problem for our local waterways.  

· Do not apply fertilizers or pesticides just before a heavy rain.  Do not water your lawn immediately after application unless the directions say to.

· As an alternative to chemical fertilizer use grass clippings or compost on the lawn to act as natural fertilizer.  You can purchase or make your own compost using garden waste. 

· Do not dispose of grass clippings in or near storm drains.

· Choosing plants that are well suited to the soil, sunlight, and moisture conditions of your area reduces the need for fertilizers, pest control, and watering.  

· Prior to purchasing and applying pesticides, identify your pest problem and choose the least toxic method for achieving the results you want.  Organic pesticides are also generally safer to apply and store than chemicals.

· Minimize runoff and conserve water by using drip irrigation, soaker hoses, or micro-spray systems.  Do not over-water or water sidewalks and driveways.

For more information regarding organic fertilizers and pesticides visit the following websites:

http://www.guarding-our-earth.com/aggrand/chemicalfree.htm
http://www.organiclandscape.com/faq.htm
http://www.lawnandgardenlinks.com/links/viewlinks.asp?ID=32
