


You don’t have to look far to find aluminum cans, cigarette butts and trash on the ground, in ditches and floating in rivers. Too often people dump used motor oil, antifreeze, paint and insecticides into gutters and storm drains.  Most people don’t think about what happens to the trash and other substances that they carelessly dump on the ground.   When it rains all of this material is washed into the nearest storm drain and carried to the closest river, bay or ocean.  This is not only unsightly it also has many environmental impacts on surrounding waterways and the wildlife that live in and around them. 





Did you know that?





Cigarette butts can last for up to 20 years in the environment and are rich in carcinogens that can be swallowed by marine animals. 





Drink cans made of aluminum are chemically reactive in areas such as marshes and wetlands. 





Plastic can take over a 100 years to decompose. If an animal dies after swallowing plastic, it decomposes long before the plastic does. 





Four quarts of motor oil can produce an eight-acre oil slick and contaminate a million gallons of drinking water.





Antifreeze is toxic and can kill pets and marine animals when not disposed of properly.





Here is a list of things that you can do to help protect your local waterway:





Don’t litter.


Clean up leaks from vehicles.


Recycle.


Properly dispose of motor oil, antifreeze, and other material.


Never dispose of any material by dumping it in or around a storm drain or ditch.


Don’t dump trash or sewage from your boat.


Clean up after your pets.





























